
within fifty f ee t of its fr o nt st e ps ? And wha t is a potential 

subdivisi o n site wo rth wi th a r a ilr oa d r u nning a l ong its 

e dg e? As a farm, h ome o r subd i vision these pr o p er ti es may 

n o t be wo rth very much, but a s p o t en t ial industrial land the 

q ues ti o n may hav e diff e rent a ns wers . These are th e things 

th a t r ea l a t o rs , a tt orneys and jurys will h ave to d ec i de an d 

co ns e qu en t ly th e situation a nd th e p rice will vary. 

In a tt em ptin g t o a rri ve a t a gene r a l e stim a t e o f th e 

co st o f ri gh t- o f-wa y l a nd the r a ilr oa d's Rea l ity De p a rt me nt 

wa s co nt ac ted a l o n g wi th the Sta t e' s Hi g hw ay Right- o f-w ay 

De p a rtment, a lo ca l r ea l a t o r, utili ti es right- o f- way spe c ial­

ist , an a tt or n ey th a t r ep r ese nts a utilit y co mp a n y and a n 

at t o rn ey th a t r e pres e nts l a nd ow ners contesting ri gh t- of - way 

ac ti o n. Utilit y es tim a t es we r e as much as $ 1 7,000 p e r mil e 

f o r an e quival e nt tw o hundred f oo t ri g ht - o f-wa y a nd highway 

right- o f - way costs in similar a r ea s r a n t o ove r $200,000 p e r 

mile. Assuming th a t a r a ilr oa d has more o f th e cha r ac t e r 

o f a highwa y th a n it d oe s o f a gas or e l ectric lin e it ca n 

b e ex p ec t ed th a t the l a nd co sts will quite likel y be a t th e 

$ 1 00,000 p e r mil e plus fi gu re, which means th a t th e 5 . 5 miles 

a r ound Ro c ky Moun t is go in g t o co st in excess o f $500 , 000 and 

p o ssibl y a mil li o n d o llars. 

Th i s cos t t hen must be me t before ac t ual co nstru ct i o n 

ca n begin . This e xp e ns e o r th e bulk of it will have t o be 

met t hrough th e ef f o rts o f th e urban r e n ewa l funds set up 

for th e cen tr al a r ea d evelo pment. Since t his land acquisition 

is pr e r e q u i s it e t o any tr ack r e l oca t ion a nd th e tr ack r e ­

l oca ti o n is pr erequisite t o d evelo pm e nt on Ma in Street the 

c riti ca ln es s o f timin g ca nnot be ove r em ph asi zed. 

New Cit y Ha l l and Co n ve nti o n- C i vic Cen t er 

As th e c it y has g r own so has its o ffi cial responsibil i­

ti es a nd so has its ph ysica l need for a lar ge r off ic e fa c ili t y. 

In o rd er t o effectively hand l e and a dminist er the departments 

within th e c it y's government it will soon be necessary t o 
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